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TRAINING IN THE COLLECTION OF BLOOD FROM THE BLOOD BANKS

Why is training important?

Every year there are numerous errors in the blood transfusion process, some of which are fatal. One area where errors may occur is when blood is collected from the blood bank. Poor checks could mean that the wrong blood is collected and this could be transfused to the wrong patient. It is important that staff are shown the correct procedure for collecting blood to reduce the chance of these errors occurring.

Who needs to be trained?

Any member of staff who will be collecting blood from the hospital blood banks needs to be trained. 

How often will training need to be repeated?

Ideally, staff should be updated annually and have their competency assessed. 

How can previously trained staff be updated?

Blood transfusion training is included on the Health & Safety Statutory and Mandatory training day for high risk clinical staff .

Staff who have previously been training and authorised to collect blood will be assessed for competency by completing a brief quiz and must obtain a mark of at least 80% to be authorised to collect blood for a further year. Staff will be offered a chance to repeat the quiz if they do not pass the first time.

Where can new staff be trained?

All new employees to Basildon Hospital attend Trust induction where Clinical staff have an introduction to blood transfusion including a demonstration of the blood collection procedure. However, this must be followed up with a practical training session at the blood bank before staff will be authorised to collect blood. See below under training sessions. 

Non-clinical staff (porters) must arrange for individual training sessions (See below for contact details)

TRAINING SESSIONS

1. Drop in sessions
Drop in sessions have been arranged to enable staff to access training in blood collection in a non formalised way. The Transfusion Practitioners will be on hand to train staff in blood collection, answer queries, assess staff competency and issue authorisation to collect blood. 

Sessions are held at the main blood bank, in Pathology on B level at the following times;


Wednesday mornings at 11.00hrs to 12.00hrs

There is no need to book for the drop in sessions.
2. Other training sessions

Staff may receive training in a variety of ways to suit training needs and sessions can be specifically tailored to meet those needs. Training can be delivered one to one or can be arranged for specific wards and departments depending on requirements.

Contact details

Training in blood collection can be arranged through the Transfusion Practitioners on Ext: 8114 or via e-mail: Tracy.Turner@btuh.nhs.uk

Please remember

It is against trust policy to send unauthorised/untrained staff to the blood bank to collect blood and may put patients at risk.
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