[image: image6.png]Basildon and Thurrock University Hospitals NHS

NHS Foundation Trust





INTRODUCTION TO THE PROCEDURE FOR COLLECTING BLOOD FROM THE HOSPITAL BLOOD BANKS

Which blood products are stored in the blood banks?

Red cell units and plasma are stored in the blood banks for specific patients that they have been issued for. Platelets must be collected directly from the Blood Transfusion Laboratory as these are stored at room temperature.

Is there anything that should be checked before coming to the blood bank to collect blood?

Yes. Before staff are sent to the blood bank it is important that you have checked;

· The patient has a patent cannula

· The blood has been prescribed

· A Green request for issue of blood form has been completed for the first unit.

· The patient has a wristband in place

· The patient is ready to receive the transfusion

What documents need to be brought to the fridge?

When collecting blood you must bring with you a green request for issue of blood form for the first unit and for subsequent units bring the pink transfusion record form (if that is unavailable then a new green form can be brought).

Why do these documents need to be brought to the fridge?

This is to ensure that blood is collected for the correct patient – there may be blood issued for two patients with the same or similar name.

How will these documents help to prevent the wrong blood being collected?

Names may be similar, but the hospital number is unique. This is why it is so important to ensure that the patient’s full name, hospital number and date of birth match on the all documents and blood labels.

Documents used in blood transfusion.

	Green form

Brought to the fridge when collecting the 1st unit to check patient details


	Yellow form

Signed when blood is collected or returned to the blood bank
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	Pink transfusion record form

Used to check blood during the bedside check and is filed in the medical records after the transfusion episode as a permanent record of transfusion


	Compatibility label

Contains details of patient for whom blood is issued and is attached to each unit of blood. Also contains the pack number and pack blood group.
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	Blood bag

Contains the pack number (donation number), blood group and expiry date.
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See diagram below for details of the procedure for the collection of blood from the hospital blood banks.

For information about training in blood collection or to access training, please contact the Transfusion Practitioners on Ext:8114 or e-mail Tracy.Turner@btuh.nhs.uk

PROCEDURE FOR THE COLLECTION OF BLOOD PRODUCTS
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Take blood unit immediately to the ward.
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BLOOD REMOVED FROM THE FRIDGE CAN ONLY BE RETURNED WITHIN 30MINS.


AFTER THIS TIME ANY UNTRANSFUSED BLOOD MUST BE RETURNED TO THE BLOOD TRANSFUSION DEPT – DO NOT DISCARD OF UNUSED BLOOD UNITS ON THE WARD.





Sign the yellow sheet against the unit you are collecting including the time and date.





Return unit to fridge.


Contact Blood Transfusion Dept.





Compare the pack number, blood group and expiry date and ensure they match exactly on the:


Blood bag


Compatibility label


Yellow signing out form





Return unit to fridge.


Contact Blood Transfusion Dept.





Remove unit from fridge (tray number indicated on yellow sheet).


For the first unit – compare patient details on pink form with yellow form


For all units – check patient details and ensure they match exactly on the:


Compatibility label 


Yellow signing out sheet.





DO NOT COLLECT UNIT. Check patient details with ward





Check patient details and ensure they match exactly on:


Green or pink form and


Yellow signing out sheet (filed in folder alphabetically by patient’s surname)








To collect blood units, the following documentation must be brought to the blood fridge bearing the patient’s full name, hospital number and DOB.


Green form (295) – for the first unit


Pink transfusion record sheet – for subsequent units.





BLOOD PRODUCTS MUST ONLY BE COLLECTED BY STAFF WHO HAVE BEEN APPROPRIATELY TRAINED AND AUTHORISED TO COLLECT BLOOD.











